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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

May this Holy season of Lent bless us with grace and

courage to encounter our redeemer and lead us to

conversion.

We have begun the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday.

We are once again reminded of our roots of faith and to

be faithful to that gift of faith. I am sure all our parishes

have organized several devotional practices like way of

the cross, which will certainly nourish the faith of our

people. We will certainly look forward for the “Diocesan

way of the Cross” that falls on Sunday 22 March 2015.

We will all as one family will gather at Madha Malai,

Chetpet and  renew our faith.

Our Holy Father has asked us to study the “Lineamenta”

as a preparation for the Ordinary Synod that will take

place in the month of October 2015. We will ask the

participation of all the groups of our diocese. Fr. Arockia,
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the CPC director is preparing various meetings. Let us

join and cooperate with him. The results must be sent

by the end of March.

The CCBI (Conference of Catholic Bishops of India) was

held in Bangalore. The theme was “Liturgy and Life”. It

went on well. The New Tamil Missal was passed in the

Conference and it will now be taken to Rome for approval.

We are asked to conduct the liturgy as per norms and

guide lines given to us.

Now I would like to share with you the message of the

Holy Father for the Lent. It is really inviting and soul

searching. I am writing this for the benefit of priests

who will share with our people.

A merciful heart does not mean a weak heart

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Lent is a time of renewal for the whole Church, for each

communities and every believer. Above all it is a “time of

grace” (2Cor 6:2). God does not ask of us anything that

he himself has not first given us. “We love because he

first has loved us” (1Jn 4:19). He is not aloof from us.

Each one of us has a place in his heart. He knows us by

name, he cares for us and he seeks us out whenever we

turn away from him. He is interested in each of us; his

love does not allow him to be indifferent to what happens

to us. Usually, when we are healthy and comfortable,

we forget about others (something God the Father never
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does): we are unconcerned with their problems, their

sufferings and the injustices they endure… Our heart

grows cold. As long as I am relatively healthy and

comfortable, I don’t think about those less well off. Today,

this selfish attitude of indifference has taken on global

proportions, to the extent that we can speak of a

globalization of indifference. It is a problem which we,

as Christians, need to confront.

God is not indifferent to our world; he so loves it that he

gave his Son for our salvation. In the Incarnation, in the

earthly life, death, and resurrection of the Son of God,

the gate between God and man, between heaven and

earth, opens once for all. The Church is like the hand

holding open this gate, thanks to her proclamation of

God’s word, her celebration of the sacraments and her

witness of the faith which works through love (cf. Gal 5:6).

But the world tends to withdraw into itself and shut

that door through which God comes into the world and

the world comes to him. Hence the hand, which is the

Church, must never be surprised if it is rejected, crushed

and wounded.

God’s people, then, need this interior renewal, lest we

become indifferent and withdraw into ourselves. To

further this renewal, I would like to propose for our

reflection three biblical texts.

1. ”If one member suffers, all suffer together” 

(1 Cor 12:26) – The Church
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The love of God breaks through that fatal withdrawal

into ourselves which is indifference. The Church offers

us this love of God by her teaching and especially by

her witness. But we can only bear witness to what we

ourselves have experienced. Christians are those who

let God clothe them with goodness and mercy, with

Christ, so as to become, like Christ, servants of God and

others. This is clearly seen in the liturgy of Holy

Thursday, with its rite of the washing of feet. Peter did

not want Jesus to wash his feet, but he came to realize

that Jesus does not wish to be just an example of how

we should wash one another’s feet. Only those who have

first allowed Jesus to wash their own feet can then offer

this service to others. Only they have “a part” with him

(Jn 13:8) and thus can serve others.

Lent is a favourable time for letting Christ serve us so

that we in turn may become more like him. This happens

whenever we hear the word of God and receive the

sacraments, especially the Eucharist. There we become

what we receive: the Body of Christ. In this body there

is no room for the indifference which so often seems to

possess our hearts. For whoever is of Christ, belongs to

one body, and in him we cannot be indifferent to one

another. “If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it;

if one part is honoured, all the parts share its joy”

(1 Cor 12:26).

2. ”Where is your brother?” (Gen 4:9) – Parishes and

Communities
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In order to receive what God gives us and to make it

bear abundant fruit, we need to press beyond the

boundaries of the visible Church in two ways.

In the first place, by uniting ourselves in prayer with

the Church in heaven. The prayers of the Church on

earth establish a communion of mutual service and

goodness which reaches up into the sight of God.

Together with the saints who have found their fulfillment

in God, we form part of that communion in which

indifference is conquered by love. The Church in heaven

is not triumphant because she has turned her back on

the sufferings of the world and rejoices in splendid

isolation. Rather, the saints already joyfully contemplate

the fact that, through Jesus’ death and resurrection,

they have triumphed once and for all over indifference,

hardness of heart and hatred. Until this victory of love

penetrates the whole world, the saints continue to

accompany us on our pilgrim way. Saint Therese of

Lisieux, a Doctor of the Church, expressed her conviction

that the joy in heaven for the victory of crucified love

remains incomplete as long as there is still a single man

or woman on earth who suffers and cries out in pain: “I

trust fully that I shall not remain idle in heaven; my

desire is to continue to work for the Church and for

souls” (Letter 254, July 14, 1897).

We share in the merits and joy of the saints, even as

they share in our struggles and our longing for peace

and reconciliation. Their joy in the victory of the Risen
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Christ gives us strength as we strive to overcome our

indifference and hardness of heart.

In the second place, every Christian community is called

to go out of itself and to be engaged in the life of the

greater society of which it is a part, especially with the

poor and those who are far away. The Church is

missionary by her very nature; she is not self-enclosed

but sent out to every nation and people.

3. ”Make your hearts firm!” (James 5:8) – Individual

Christians

As individuals too, we are tempted by indifference.

Flooded with news reports and troubling images of

human suffering, we often feel our complete inability to

help. What can we do to avoid being caught up in this

spiral of distress and powerlessness?

First, we can pray in communion with the Church on

earth and in heaven. Let us not underestimate the

power of so many voices united in prayer! The 24 Hours

for the Lord initiative, which I hope will be observed on

13-14 March throughout the Church, also at the diocesan

level, is meant to be a sign of this need for prayer.

Second, we can help by acts of charity, reaching out to

both those near and far through the Church’s many

charitable organizations. Lent is a favourable time for

showing this concern for others by small yet concrete

signs of our belonging to the one human family.
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Third, the suffering of others is a call to conversion,

since their need reminds me of the uncertainty of my

own life and my dependence on God and my brothers

and sisters. If we humbly implore God’s grace and accept

our own limitations, we will trust in the infinite

possibilities which God’s love holds out to us. We will

also be able to resist the diabolical temptation of thinking

that by our own efforts we can save the world and

ourselves.

During this Lent, then, brothers and sisters, let us all

ask the Lord: ”Fac cor nostrum secundum cor

tuum”: Make our hearts like yours (Litany of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus). In this way we will receive a heart which

is firm and merciful, attentive and generous, a heart

which is not closed, indifferent or prey to the

globalization of indifference.

It is my prayerful hope that this Lent will prove spiritually

fruitful for each believer and every ecclesial community.

I ask all of you to pray for me. May the Lord bless you

and Our Lady keep you.

From the Vatican, 4 October 2014

Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi

FRANCISCUS PP.

Our Chrism Mass for this year will be on Tuesday 31

March 2015. I encourage all the priests, religious and

people to attend without fail.
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May the grace and peace of the season of Lent be with

you all !

Yours in Christ Jesus

+Most Rev.Dr.P.Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

04 Wed Monthly Recollection

07 Sat CRI (Tiruvannamalai - Vettavalam)

08 Sun Legal Cell - Chennai

14 Sat Diocesan Pastoral Council

15 Sun Youth March - Arakkonam

18 Wed Church Consecration - Narasingapuram

19 Thu St. Joseph Feast

21 Sat Diocesan Educational Council

22 Sun Diocesan Way of the Cross - Chetpet

29 Sun Palm Sunday

31 Tue Chrism Mass

+Most Rev. Dr. P.Soundararaju, SDB.,
Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Monthly Recollection for the Month of February will

be on  Wednesday 04 March 2015.

The time table as follows:

9:30 am - Arrival and coffee

10:00 am - Talk
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11:00 am - Break

11:15 am - 1:00 pm - Group discussions

1:00 pm - Lunch

2:15 pm - 3:00 pm - Reporting

3:00 pm - Adoration and Confession

followed by announcements

2. Our annual Diocesan Way of the Cross at Madha Hill,

Chetpet will be on Sunday 22 March 2015. All the priests

are expected to participate in this programme along with

their parishioners. Kindly inform your parishioners well

in advance.

3. This year the Chrism Mass falls on Tuesday March

31. All the priests are expected to be present for the

whole day without fail. Following will be the programme

of the day:

09:30 am - Arrival

10:00 am - Conference

11:00 am - Coffee

11:30 am - Adoration & Confession

01:00 pm - Lunch

05:30 pm - Con-celebrated Mass at

Cathedral followed by dinner.

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert

Vicar General
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PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION - 2015

 S.No Religious Amount

1 Holy Cross Convent - Sathuvacharry 3000

2 Holy Cross Mat School - Sathuvacharry 5000
3 Arockia Madha Primary School - OldTown 3000

Total 11000

 S.No Parish Amount

1 Kasthambadi 3000

2 Vandavasi 50000
3 Thalayampallam 1200
4 Allikondapattu 5000
5 Pulavanbadi 1500
6 Perumanam 1500
7 Kariyandal 10000
8 Koratampet 10250
9 Nelliyankulam 5000
10 Avoor 1000

Total 88450

Thanks for your generous contribution for Mission Sunday
Collection. Those who have not yet sent Mission Sunday
Collection, Kindly send to us as early as possible.

Dear Rev Fathers and Sisters,

Greetings to you from Bishop’s House!

I kindly request you to send the bills and vouchers for
project that you received and the Quarterly statements
on or before 03 April 2015 to the Procurator’s office.

Rev. Fr. A.Kulandesu
Procurator
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Health Commission

On 21-1-2015 we had the Strategic Planning process

mission meeting in TNBCLC Tindivanam. The Arch

bishop of Pondicherry and Cuddalore and PMSSS Pondy

co-operated with CHAT (Catholic Health Association of

TamilNadu). Both the Archbishop and PMSSS Director

sent circulars to the provincials, Health coordinators of

all Religious congregations. 48 members were present

for the meeting including some provincials, V.G. and

PMSSS Director.

Fr. K.S.Gnana Jyoti

Director of TVMSSS andHealth Commission.
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DIOCESAN BIBLE COMMISSION

SEMINARIANS FOR EASTER MINISTRY AND/OR

VBS ANIMATION

Dear Fathers,

The seminarians of the Diocese of Vellore will be

available to render their services for the Holy Week and

Easter liturgies (Easter Ministry) and also for organising

and animating the Vacation Bible School (VBS). If you

want a seminarian for the above ministries, Please

contact Rev. Dr. A. John Baptist, Rector, St. Francis

avier Inter-Diocesan Seminary, Veppoor, Cell:

9444223332

SEMINAR FOR TEACHERS INVOLVED IN

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)

There will be two seminars for all the teachers involved

in the VBS. The sessions will be conducted on these

dates.

   Date Attendees Venue

   11.04.2015 For parishes in Diocesan Catholic Pastoral

Vellore District Centre, Vellore - 1

   12.04.2015 For parishes in Ulaga Madha Church,

Thiruvannamalai (Parish Church)

District Thiruvannamalai
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The sessions will start at 10.00 A.M and end at 04.00

P.M.VBS materials will be distributed during the session

on payment of Rs.350/- (Rupees Three Hundred and

Fifty only). Please inform Rev. Dr. A. John Baptist,

Rector, St. Francis Xavier Inter-Diocesan

Seminary,Veppoor, Cell: 9444223332 about the number

of teachers who will be attending the session.

Mr. Santiago who prepares VBS materials will animate

the seminar.

Annual Diocesan Vocation Camp - 2015

This year the Diocesan vocation camp starts on Tuesday,

7 April 2015 at 4.00 PM and ends on Friday 10 April

2015 by lunch.

The application forms have already been sent to all the

parishes. You can make any number of photo copies of

the application forms. Kindly send the filled application

form by 28 March 2015 to St. Francis Xavier Seminary,

Veppoor, Melvisharam (Via) Vellore District – 632 509.

Kindly find the suitable candidates and send them for

camp.

I thank you sincerely for your co-operation in this regard.

Rev. Dr. A.John Baptist

Rector,

St. Francis Xavier Inter-Diocesan Seminary,

Veppoor.
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Sacred Heart College
(Autonomous)

New P.G. Course, Counseling Psychology

Sacred Heart College is happy to inform you that we are

starting a new P.G. Course, Counseling Psychology which

aims at professional training and development with

quality and skills that match the demands of services in

diverse settings as well as personal growth.

The course is offered for the students from the academic

year 2014-2015. Students of all UG courses are eligible

to apply.

Eligibility for M.Sc. Counseling Psychology

50% marks in any undergraduate degree from any

recognized university.

Yours sincerely

Rev. Dr. C.M.Varghese, SDB.,

Principal
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Ordination day

Rev. Fr. P. Alexander 16.03.1997

Birthday

Rev. Fr. S. Jeyaseelan 01.03.1959
Rev. Fr. A. Octavious 05.03.1951
Rev. Fr. L. Ramesh 07.03.1977
Rev. Fr. S. James 10.03.1974
Rev. Fr. D. Arockiaraj 16.03.1982
Rev. Fr. A. Pathrose 18.03.1946
Rev. Fr. I. Valanarasu 23.03.1983
Rev. Fr. J. Jayaprakasam 24.03.1957
Rev. Fr. L. Christu Raj 24.03.1978
Rev. Fr. A. Sudharson 26.03.1984
Rev. Fr. A. Devasagayam 27.03.1981

Rev. Fr. Joseph M Selvaraj 31.03.1954

Intentions

Let us pray that those involved in scientific research

may serve the well-being of the whole human person.
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Let us pray that the unique contribution of women to

the life of the Church may be recognized always.

Calender

01  Sun 2nd Sunday of Lent

07 Sat Ss. Perpetua and Felicity Mrs. Optn. Mem,

08 Sun 3rd Sunday of Lent

15 Sun 4th Sunday of Lent

17 Tue St. Patrick Bp., Optn. Mem

18 Wed St. Cyril of Jerusalem Bp.Dr.Optn. Mem

19 Thu St.Joseph, Husband of B.V.M., Sol

22 Sun 5th Sunday of Lent

25 Wed Annunciation of the Lord, Solemnity

29 Sun Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

31 Tue Chrism Mass

Necrology

Rev. Fr. Francis Schlooz SDB 20.03.1998

Rev. Fr. M. Arockiasamy 22.03.1990

Rev. Fr. Angelo Codello SDB 23.03.1990

Rev. Fr. Y. I. Abraham 29.03.1995

 

R.I.P

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of

Mrs. Regina Mary, beloved Mother of Rev. Fr. Y.Antony

Raj who died on 03.02.2015.


